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Intro

For generations, we have been engaged in 
designing, developing and manufacturing 
cardboard packaging for all possible purposes. 
Environmental responsibility is part of our 
business philosophy. We firmly believe that 
global warming, climate change and more 
recently vanishing permafrost can be tackled by 
developing more eco-friendly manufacturing 
processes and reducing environmentally harmful 
substances. 

By the same token, we invest in energy 
efficiency. To reinforce our company core values, 
Remmert Dekker Packaging is future-proof: 

• FSC certified (sustainable cardboard) 

• PEFC certified (sustainable forest 
management) 

• ISO 14.001 certified (environmental 
management)

Headquarters Remmert Dekker Packaging



“At Remmert Dekker we don’t talk about 
sustainability, we just become sustainable!”

Production plant Remmert Dekker Packaging



Energy Efficiency

At Remmert Dekker there is no gas meter in the 
business premises. A business fire in September 
2001 caused the company to rebuilt for an 
energy efficient future. Using a system of 
geothermal heating and cooling, CO2 emissions 
are reduced by 40%. After a system update in 
2012 an additional 200,000 kilowatts of 
electricity are conserved each year.

• 40% less CO2 
• 200,000 Kilowatts of extra power

Geothermal heat pump



As of the autumn of 2013, Remmert Dekker 
installed 100,000 KWh of solar panels on the 
factory premises, providing a large share of the 
energy used is renewable energy.  

The production and warehouse site are 
equipped with high-frequency fluorescent tubes 
for lighting, with a prolonged lifespan of 
minimum 40,000 burning hours. 

In recent years, Remmert Dekker has replaced all 
company cars by electric cars. These cars can be 
charged at the company’s charging stations. 

Solar panels bird’s-eye view

Energy Efficiency



Material Efficiency

When purchasing cardboard, we take the 
environment into account as much as possible. 
To a great extent, the packaging covenant has 
contributed to the increased use of recycled 
(gray) cardboard. This is the best option from a 
sustainability perspective. However, migration 
plays an important role related to food 
packaging and people are increasingly opting 
for virgin fiber board. 

Remmert Dekker is FSC and PEFC certified, 
both representing programs for responsible and 
sustainable forest management. Although FSC is 
better-known, PEFC has a twice as large share of 
certified forest. Furthermore, the PEFC standard 
is set through a “bottom up” process which is 
highly consensus-driven and takes the various 
stakeholders into account. Two crucial factors to 
us. 

FSC & PEFC Quality Marks



Ink and water are used in offset printing. Due to 
technical reasons, a percentage of isopropyl 
alcohol (IPA) is often added in the process. IPA is 
a volatile, toxic substance, harmful to both 
humans and the environment. This is why in 
1992, we switched over to alcohol free printing 
solutions. 

There are many stories about vegetable-based 
printing ink. In the production of vegetable ink, 
petroleum can be replaced with mineral oils 
and/or vegetable oils. We define vegetable inks 
as those 100% free from mineral oils. 

Remmert Dekker uses mineral oil-free low 
migration inks and varnishes. Furthermore, these 
inks are free from bisphenol A and bisphenol S, 
leading to significant reduction in the amount of 
volatile organic compounds. 

Naturally, printing without harmful substances!

Material Efficiency



"Our CSR mission to manufacture packaging as 
sustainable and responsible as possible mirrors our 
respect for the environment and balance between 

People, Planet & Profit."

 Tjarda Grimbergen, CEO



Process Efficiency

Modern and fast printing presses (2012, 2015 
purchase) provide us with highly advanced 
technology. The implemented washing solution 
minimizes the use of cleaning solvents while 
maximizing results. Additionally, we use an 
aromatic-free ‘class 3’ cleaning solvent. 
Substantially more environmentally and humanly 
friendly compared to widespread volatile and 
fast-cleaning products. 

Previously limited to one kilo, the Colormatic ink 
station allows us to mix smaller amounts of ink 
up to 100 grams. This significant change saves 
33,500 kg of ink per year. 

Modern printing presses enable efficiency and savings



Although normally only used in the frozen food 
market, mobile storage racks are used in our 
warehouse. Why? Because this is how we 
manage to optimize usage of the available 
space with 150%. 

Investments were also made in a logistics system 
for printing and punching machines. Pallets of 
cardboard are turned before use and placed on 
plastic pallets. When starting a machine, extra 
energy and/or insert sheets are used. Optimizing 
the sheet-fed method, especially concerning the 
printing department, saves around 100,000 kg 
of cardboard per year. 

Our collaboration with St. vd Brink provides us 
with a transport partner that is at the forefront in 
terms of the reduction of fuel consumption and 
CO2 emissions. 

Automatic sheet-fed offset printing

Process Efficiency



Waste Efficiency

All waste packaging is sorted separately and 
collected for processing or recycling. 

Aluminum printing plates – recycling 

Corrugated/Cardboard – recycling  

Wrapping films – recycling 

Plate developer – waste processing  

Printing inks – waste processing  

Printing ink cans – recycling  

Office paper – recycling  

Wooden pallets – recycling 

Waste is immediately separated for recycling



In our printing department, rinsing water for 
water-based dispersion varnishes is not 
discharged into the sewer, but filtered through a 
waste processor. 

Investments have also been made for a 
separation design for the waste cardboard. The 
machine feeder in the tooling department is 
equipped with selection controls in order to 
separate waste cardboard during the production 
process. This separation installation has been 
expanded with a return air vent to remit filtered 
air into operation. The result: no heat and 
moisture loss during production. 

The work in a printing company is accompanied 
by a lot of residual material. We believe that 
those remnants, often called 'waste' by others, 
can have a second life. That’s why we regularly 
hand these materials out in community centers, 
kindergartens and associations. 

Close up of residual cardboard sorting plant

Waste Efficiency



“Being for 124 years is quite an achievement, but we 
certainly want to continue for another 124 years!”

Studio Remmert Dekker Packaging



Future Proof

Remmert Dekker’s strength lies in "Out of the Box" 
solutions. Delivering innovative packaging 
solutions is central to each and every project.  

Our in-house studio department holds the treasure 
of creative and technical knowledge. Expertise is 
immediately available and used for research, 
development and prototype testing. In the past, 
for example, millions of gold-colored containers 
were made from cardboard with a metallized 
aluminum polyester. These have now been 
replaced by an innovative, more environmentally 
friendly and metal-free version. 

Remmert Dekker's studio not only closely follows 
but also engineers packaging trends. What’s more? 
We immediately respond to every question. 
Recently, sustainable packaging solutions to 
replace plastic packaging have become a 
cornerstone. 

Structural designer Kees in the studio



“Setting sustainability and innovation as 
standards, we challenge ourselves to keep 

improving packaging solutions.  
We all benefit from that!”

Boardroom Remmert Dekker Packaging
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Learn more?  

Visit our website: 
www.remmertdekker.nl  
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